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Wanderer's thematic development is based on echo and imitation. There are three
major sections. | based the first section on a “noble” theme, broad and cantabile. The
theme is introduced in octaves and later played in canons at the unison, the melody
weaving back and forth among the instruments. The second section begins with
staccato repeated notes, marked risoluto. The music builds twice to a quintuplet of
climactic repeated chords. Each instrument plays independently, meeting the others at
cadences, sometimes paired in syncopated rather than unison rhythm. The section
ends in a pulsating pyramid texture that keeps growing again from the bass until we
hear the climactic quintuplet chords once more. The third section begins with solos
and duets for trumpet, trombone, and horn. A lilting coda, a graceful but spare minuet,
ends quietly. The wanderer disappears in the distance.

Composed in 1985 and premiered by the Lenox Brass Quintet on an American Women
Composers concert at Longy School of Music, Cambridge, MA in April 1987.

Duration approximately 7 minutes.

Errata

All parts and score: Measure 121 in the trumpet solo should be a 5/8 bar and m. 122
should resume 4/4.

Trombone part and score: The last eighth note of m. 91 should be an A natural.
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