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Movement Duration Page 
1.  Memory 3.75 min. 1 
2.  Dreams 3.7 min. 8 

3.  Joy 2.5 min. 14 

 

Composer’s Notes 
Angel Music is based on music I wrote for my Christmas cantata Shepherds and 
Angels, which set several old American Christmas folk songs for chorus, violin, harp, & 
tambourine.  
 
I liked the original music I created around the folk songs and wanted to hear more of 
it. So, I expanded the prelude and several instrumental sections into this set of pieces 
for violin and piano. The modal tunes have a folk-inspired flavor.  
 
“Memory” is contemplative, with a bit of sadness. It expands the prelude of the 
Shepherds and Angels cantata.  
 
“Dreams” is impressionistic. The piano dominates the opening with its fanfare chords. 
The mood shifts to mysterious and the violin plays some longer melodies. A hymnlike 
section leads to a fragment of a waltz near the end. 
 
“Joy” is lively in a reserved way. In the cantata, this music introduced the verses of 
"Mary and the Baby, Sweet Lamb", a Texas tune I found in Ruth Crawford Seeger’s 
collection American Folk Songs for Christmas. I meant to use only the transitions 
between the verses in Angel Music, but the tune is so infectious that it crept back in, 
first implied, then played straight out at the end. 

 
  --- Pamela J. Marshall 
   July 2020 
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38 Dexter Road 
Lexington, MA 02420 
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2.	Dreams
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Violin

3.	Joy
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Selected Music by Pamela J. Marshall
Orchestra
 Triptoe Suite (2222-4221, 1pc, timp, strings) in 4 mvts
 Through the Mist (2222-2220, harp, 3pc, timp, strings) in 3 mvts
 A chill wind in autumn (solo voice, 2222-4221-3pc, strings)
 Traditional Christmas (treble chorus or soloist, 2222-4221, harp, 3pc, timp, strings)
 Three Appalachian Carols (2222-4231, harp, 2pc, timp, strings)

Keyboard
 Suite for harpsichord or piano
 For piano: Daydream, Stomp, Imagine That Time Stops
 Wordless Prayer for piano or organ
 Playbook (Pacem Student Composing Project) for piano

Vocal
 Deepest Shade for SATB chorus
 The Future of Life for SATB chorus, trombone, piano
 Shepherds and Angels for SATB chorus, violin, harp, tamborine
 Weaving the World for SATB chorus, oboe, piano
 Windshine for SATB chorus and cello
 Wordless Prayer for SATB chorus

 Body and Soul Vol.1 for mezzo-soprano and string trio
 Body and Soul Vol.2 for soprano, flute, cello, piano
 Ariel’s Songs for high or medium voice and piano
 Remember the Old Songs for high voice and piano
 Sky's Mirror for voice and cello
 A chill wind in autumn for voice and piano

Strings
 Arcanum for solo violin, Soliloquy for solo cello
 Elusive Sleep for cello and piano
 Pascal’s Theorems for cello and doublebass
 Truth Becoming for string quartet
 Soliloquy for cello
 Rising for viola
 Quinteto sobre las poemas de Carlos Pintado for violin, viola, cello, doublebass, piano
 Through the Mist for flute, violin, harp or guitar

Winds & Brass
 Poetry-Inspired solos for flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, horn
 Enchanted for oboe and chamber orchestra or piano
 Wanderer for brass quintet
 Resonances for alto saxophone, trumpet, 2 trombones, percussion
 Waves and Fountains for oboe, horn, piano
 “wild horn whose voice the woodland fills” for 8 horns
 Black Bear Dance for horn quartet (or choir) and drums
 Zoa for flute and harp

Recordings
 Visit www.spindrift.com for complete list. Demos available for many titles

Spindrift Music Company
38 Dexter Road Lexington MA  02420-3304 USA

781-862-0884
www.spindrift.com  info@spindrift.com  
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