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Deepest Shade
For my father
 
Long, far and long, and longing
with outstretched arm
for fading light --
it’s evening, the long twilight

words are songs
is thought 
is what I know

becoming what
I do not know
    fading fading

word become
song become
our refrain is
    minor sadder softer oscuro olvido

repeat repeat repeat
    by heart -- memorized -- do not let go
engrave it in a stone-like permanence
never to forget
until night falls
and shadows put my dreams in deepest shade

by Pamela J. Marshall
April 2010

Composer’s Note
is is a very personal piece of music. I write poems to release emotional 
distress. is text came to me as I contemplated my father's increasing 
dementia. e repeated words in different forms, the incomplete phrases that 
are still full of resonances and internal meaning, signify to me the loss of 
communication, the loss of understanding and companionship, but not the loss 
of love. Dementia is a death that doesn't end, cannot heal and that wrenches my 
soul. I needed to put these thoughts into music to make them bearable.PREVIE
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Deepest Shade words and music by 
Pamela J. Marshall 

Copyright © 2010  Pamela J. Marshall
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The music may be performed unaccompanied or with unobtrusive organ or piano.
You may use the complete accompaniment or you can omit the small notes if they are not needed for choral support.
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Selected Music by Pamela J. Marshall
Orchestra
 Triptoe Suite (2222-4221, 1pc, timp, strings) in 4 mvts
 Through the Mist (2222-2220, harp, 3pc, timp, strings) in 3 mvts
 A chill wind in autumn (solo voice, 2222-4221-3pc, strings)
 Traditional Christmas (treble chorus or soloist, 2222-4221, harp, 3pc, timp, strings)
 Three Appalachian Carols (2222-4231, harp, 2pc, timp, strings)

Keyboard
 Suite for harpsichord or piano
 For piano: Daydream, Stomp, Imagine That Time Stops
 Wordless Prayer for piano or organ
 Playbook (Pacem Student Composing Project) for piano

Vocal
 Deepest Shade for SATB chorus
 The Future of Life for SATB chorus, trombone, piano
 Shepherds and Angels for SATB chorus, violin, harp, tamborine
 Weaving the World for SATB chorus, oboe, piano
 Windshine for SATB chorus and cello
 Wordless Prayer for SATB chorus

 Body and Soul Vol.1 for mezzo-soprano and string trio
 Body and Soul Vol.2 for soprano, flute, cello, piano
 Ariel’s Songs for high or medium voice and piano
 Remember the Old Songs for high voice and piano
 Sky's Mirror for voice and cello
 A chill wind in autumn for voice and piano

Strings
 Arcanum for solo violin, Soliloquy for solo cello
 Elusive Sleep for cello and piano
 Pascal’s Theorems for cello and doublebass
 Truth Becoming for string quartet
 Soliloquy for cello
 Rising for viola
 Quinteto sobre las poemas de Carlos Pintado for violin, viola, cello, doublebass, piano
 Through the Mist for flute, violin, harp or guitar

Winds & Brass
 Poetry-Inspired solos for flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, horn
 Enchanted for oboe and chamber orchestra or piano
 Wanderer for brass quintet
 Resonances for alto saxophone, trumpet, 2 trombones, percussion
 Waves and Fountains for oboe, horn, piano
 “wild horn whose voice the woodland fills” for 8 horns
 Black Bear Dance for horn quartet (or choir) and drums
 Zoa for flute and harp

Recordings
 Visit www.spindrift.com for complete list. Demos available for many titles

Spindrift Music Company
38 Dexter Road Lexington MA  02420-3304 USA

781-862-0884
www.spindrift.com  info@spindrift.com  
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