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I wrote Pascal's Theorems  in 1995-96 for the Axiom Duo. The idea for the piece
started with a triangle. The three notes of the opening motive are its corners. The first
and third movements use this three-note idea in different ways. Both are gestural,
aggressive, and full of dynamic contrasts.

In contrast, the second movement begins with long unmeasured notes. The tempo is
"slow, outside of time". The score also tells the performers to let each interval settle in,
listen to it, then move on. Just as the performers do, you the audience should savor
each harmony as if you were gazing at and hearing stars in a seemingly unchanging
sky.

As I wrote this music, I was inspired by the expressivity and virtuosity of the Axiom
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I.  Preserving the Rough Road

Copyright 1996 Pamela J. Marshall

Pascal�s Theorems Pamela J. Marshallfor the Axiom Duo
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II.  Darkness - Frozen Comet
Whole notes indicate a slow, but indefinite duration, held until your note changes.  Smooth connection, no gaps, 
except at holds and phrase ends. Make each note expressive. Shape notes with dynamics, but keep the music gentle.
Let the interval settle in, listen to it, move on.

Pascal’s Theorems
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Don�t labor over exact counting. Make each line a cadenza, angular but rubato.
In fast passages, duration changes mean irregular rhythm.
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III.  Skipping Stones
Pascal�s Theorems
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�
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�
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�
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�
�
�

59 0
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� �
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� � �
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� �
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��� ��� ���

��
� �

� � � 44
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�
�� � �� �� � �� ��
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�
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� � �
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�
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� � �� �
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� � �
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�
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�

�
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cresc.
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� � ��
� �

���
�

58
58

��

���
�

���
�

�
24
24

��
���

�
�

�
�

� � 58
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� � �
� 	
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� �� �
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elegante
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�
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�� 24
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�
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�

�� 34
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� � �
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�
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�
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�
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�
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�
�

� � � � 58
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�
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�
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delicato
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�� sul tasto

�
�

�
�

44
44

��
�� 	

� � �
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� �
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� � �
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�
� � � (rit.)� �

�

�
�
�

152

con brio

34
34 �

�

����
�
�
�

� �
�
�� �
�� 78

78 � 	
� �

� ��
�

�
�

� �
��

�� � 	
� � 	

� ��
�

�
�

�
�

�
� 68

68 ��
(continue slurs for grace notes)
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� �� �� � �
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� �� �

34
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�
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� � � � � �
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�
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� �
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