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Remember the Old Songs

by Pamela J. Marshall

A set of songs dedicated to my mother Evelyn Marshall
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2 Juanita and Caroline 13

3 Whistling Dixie 21

Notes

I’ve been thinking about music that has been meaningful to me and certain childhood
memories bring a strong sense of nostalgia. I remember the songbook, copyright 1909,
with the oldfashioned-looking music on our piano rack. Juanita was one of my favorites.
The book didn’t mention the composer; only an arranger. I had no idea Juanita’s composer
and author was Caroline Norton, an activist for women’s rights in the mid 1800s. As I
got ready to write my interpretation of Juanita, I became intrigued with Caroline. I learned
she was a lobbyist, essayist and poet. I discovered her most famous poem “I do not love
thee”. I’ve combined music from the song Juanita with portions of the poem. I liked the
contrast of the pleading lover with a lover who can’t acknowledge his or her heart.

I don’t know where I learned Shenandoah, but it is another tune I’ve always loved. The
longing in the words, the halting phrases, and pining melody have always tugged at my
heart. The original tune has a flowing-halting effect, akin to water, in its melody and I’ve
worked with that, stretching it and fragmenting it. I’ve also used two varieties of water
accompaniments -- in the middle the surging arpeggios, and at the end a low swaying
that feels like the slow surge of calm ocean.

Dixie is from the old book. It was one of my father’s favorites and he played it often.
There was a page turn in the middle of this spirited tune, so to play it without stopping
in the middle, he had to memorize it. He said it’s the only music he ever memorized.
You’re probably familiar with Dixie as a confederate or southern favorite. It was originally
written in 1859 by the northern Daniel Emmett for minstrel shows. The confederacy
adopted it as its marching song, but it was also Lincoln's favorite song, and it was played
at his inauguration. I set it now in the spirit of a family memory. In our New England
home, I had not been aware of its significance as a divisive Southern anthem.

I conceived of these songs for tenor, because my mother has always enjoyed fine tenor
voices. Other voices certainly can sing these songs too.

This music is a birthday gift to my mother, who has always listened to our family’s music-
making with appreciation and love.

January 2001
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Shenandoah Echo
Based on the traditional folk song “Shenandoah” Pamela J. Marshall
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Juanita and Caroline Pamela J. Marshall

A setting of Caroline Norton’s song Juanita with portions of her poem I Do Not Love Thee
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Whistling Dixie Pamela J. Marshall

An interpretation of the minstrel song Dixie’s Land written in 1859 by Dan Emmett
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